
 

 Miami  Christian 

recently  was  chosen  by 

the  Association  of  Chris‐

tian  Schools  International 

accrediting  association  to 

host a group of legislators 

from  Tennessee,  Indiana 

and Oklahoma who were 

on  a  fact  finding  trip  to 

Florida  sponsored  by  the 

Friedman  Foundation  for 

Educational  Choice  to  re‐

search  school  choice  and 

its  effects  on  private 

schools.    The  group  stayed 

at  the  Biltmore  Hotel  in 

Coral  Gables, meeting with 

the  Florida  State  Commis‐

sioner of Education, Gerard 

Robinson,  former Governor 

Jeb  Bush  and  various  State 

Legislators.    They  then  vis‐

ited MCS, meeting with  the 

administration  to  learn 

about  the State Scholarship 

System  and  private  school 

education.    They  also 

spent  time visiting one of 

Mr. Burn’s American Gov‐

ernment  classes  and  Ms. 

Cabrera’s   3rd grade class 

Since the visit, the admini‐

stration  has  assisted  the 

foundation  in  calls  and 

suggestions  to  Tennessee 

legislators  in  the  initial 

stages  of  their  School 

Choice legislation. 
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Dr. Morrison ad-

dresses the group 

and takes ques-

tions regarding 

School Choice 

and Private Edu-

cation. 

 

www.miamichristian.org 200 NW 109 Avenue         miamichristian@yahoo.com 

Miami, FL   33172                                        305.221.7754 



P A G E  2  

PTF Sponsors Cancer Awareness Fundraiser 
  

Miami Christian School’s Parent Teacher Association sponsored a Breast Cancer 
Awareness Fundraiser with an after school ice cream social.  Senior Yadira Santana 
rallied her friends to purchase awareness bracelets, and students further partici-
pated by wearing jeans and pink t-shirts for the day with an additional $2 going to 
the  fund.  It was a great, warm day to enjoy the ice cream and the various  top-
pings that the volunteers scooped for everyone.  By pooling efforts and funds, the 
school was able to raise funds for a worthy cause and enjoy the day together. 

T H E  V I C T O R  G A Z E T T E  



  

Israel Ortet Wins Cervantes Award 
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Israel Ortet, AP Spanish and Spanish instructor 
was recognized  as a Cervantes Outstanding 
Educator, based on his efforts to support excel-
lence in the education of Hispanic students in Mi-
ami-Dade County.  He, along with other recipi-
ents, was honored during a gala reception, Octo-
ber 20, at the Miami Airport Hilton.  Mr. Ortet 
has served at Miami Christian for five years and 
also serves as an AP Spanish Test reader each 
summer.  Nova Southeastern University’s Fis-
chler School of Education and Human Services 
and its Hispanic Advisory Board present the 
Cervantes Outstanding Educator Awards each 
year and the reception is an officially recognized 
event of the Hispanic Heritage Festival. 

     The American SYATP event occurs on 
the fourth Wednesday of September an-
nually.  This annual gathering began in 
1990 and has grown by word of mouth, 
announcements at youth rallies and 
churches, and the internet; See You at 
the Pole meetings now occur interna-
tionally. 

     Students and staff at Miami Christian 
participated in the annual “See You at the 
Pole” event.  See You at the Pole is an 
annual gathering of Christian students of 
all ages at a flagpole in front of their local 
school for prayer during the early morning 
before school starts.  

See You At The Pole 
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High School Trip to Teen Valley 

. 

     October was the month of 
the high school wide trip to 
Teen Valley Ranch in North 
Carolina.    

     Thirty-seven students, 
along with chaperones Mr. 
Woody Gentry, Coach Oz 
Pineda, Mrs. Gladys Mata and 
Mrs. Marcella Corrales  made 
the trek to Plum Tree, NC.  
They enjoyed the time of bond-
ing and spiritual reflection in 
the cool weather and activities 
including hiking, horseback rid-
ing, hayrides, bonfires, games 

and athletic activities at the 
campgrounds.   

     Daily chapel services and 
delicious camp food also en-
hanced their time in the 
mountain.  Trips to Grandfa-
ther Mountain and to Boone, 
capped off the event. 

     After returning to cam-
pus, students shared their 
experiences in a Friday 
morning Chapel Service. 
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Thanksgiving Activities 
     Thanksgiving is the time of year 
that students at Miami Christian be-
gin their “drives” to help others in 
need during the Christmas and holi-
day season. 

     This year the senior class held a 
school-wide evening Thanksgiving 
dinner to help raise funds for their 
upcoming senior trip to Costa Rica.  
Facepainting for the younger stu-

dents and after dinner activities were 
enjoyed by all. 

     The elementary students also cele-
brated with the presentation, “What 
Are YOU Thankful For?” based on a 
song by Veggie Tales.  A huge Thanks-
giving feast was enjoyed  after the play 
with delicious food prepared by par-
ents and shared with all throughout 
preschool and elementary. 

T H E  V I C T O R  G A Z E T T E  
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This story can fit 150-200 words. 

One benefit of using your newslet-
ter as a promotional tool is that 
you can reuse content from other 
marketing materials, such as press 
releases, market studies, and re-
ports. 

While your main goal of distributing 
a newsletter might be to sell your 
product or service, the key to a 
successful newsletter is making it 
useful to your readers. 

A great way to add useful content 
to your newsletter is to develop 
and write your own articles, or 

include a calendar of upcoming 
events or a special offer that pro-
motes a new product. 

You can also research articles or 
find “filler” articles by accessing the 
World Wide Web. You can write 
about a variety of topics but try to 
keep your articles short. 

Much of the content you put in 
your newsletter can also be used 
for your Web site. Microsoft Pub-
lisher offers a simple way to con-
vert your newsletter to a Web 
publication. So, when you’re fin-
ished writing your newsletter, con-

vert it to a Web site and post it. 

 

ternally, you might comment upon 
new procedures or improvements 
to the business. Sales figures or 
earnings will show how your busi-
ness is growing. 

Some newsletters include a column 
that is updated every issue, for 
instance, an advice column, a book 
review, a letter from the president, 
or an editorial. You can also profile 
new employees or top customers 
or vendors. 

This story can fit 100-150 words. 

The subject matter that appears in 
newsletters is virtually endless. You 
can include stories that focus on 
current technologies or innovations 
in your field. 

You may also want to note business 
or economic trends, or make pre-
dictions for your customers or 
clients. 

If the newsletter is distributed in-
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FALL SPORTS 

     Miami Christian School Victors enjoyed a 
winning Fall season.  Bowling, Cross-Country, 
Football and Girls’ Volleyball were the teams 
competing.   

     Alexander Yaniz, on the bowling team, was 
the top scorer of all players in the Tamiami 
Youth Fair Tournament. 

         The football team topped off a winning 
season with a trip to Central Florida in post- 

district play. 

     The Girls’ Volleyball team went unde-
feated throughout the entire season and the 
post season play until they got to the Re-
gional Final Game. 

     Congratulations to all the coaches and 
athletes who represented the school so well . 
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Fine Arts 
      The Fine Arts Department had a busy semester preparing for different productions.  
Ms. Diana Cummings and the elementary students performed at the Thanksgiving Day 
Feast for their parents.  Family and friends were treated to three different programs for 
the Christmas season.  First Ms. Cummings and the High School Chorus performed their 
concert with special appearances by Mr. Wayne Williams and Mr. Derek Shute with 
Robert Barrueco.  The various bands comprised the second concert under the direction 
of Mr. Shute and the last concert was the performance of “The Late Great Poten-
tate” (the story of the 4th Wiseman looking for Jesus) directed by Ms. Cummings, Ms. 
Soraya Cabrera, and Mrs. Jennifer Gutierrez, with the part of the Late Great Potentate 
played by senior Alexandra Rios. 
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    Various community leaders visited our campus to 
share what they do in their occupations with the elemen-
tary students.  Policemen, nurses and firemen were 
among the guests.  The students finished off the week by 
dressing up in the attire of their future occupation, while 
parents visited the “Community Leader Fair” and listened 
to the individual presentations of what each student will 
accomplish in their dream job. 

Community Leaders 

T H E  V I C T O R  G A Z E T T E  



Read Under The Stars 
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    The MCS Library and the National 
Honor Society hosted a “Read Under 
The Stars” for students on its cam-
pus.  The younger students came and 
enjoyed snacks and beverages while 
listening to  the Honors Students 
read books to them during the eve-
ning hours.  Parents also participated 
in the event with their students. 

Freedom Day was  observed on cam-
pus with a parade and rally.  A human 
American Flag, comprised of elemen-
tary and middle school students was 
the highlight of the festivities.  Bands 
and choral performances added to the 
overall feeling of patriotism on the 
Special Day. 

National Hispanic Heritage Day was 
celebrated in great style at MCS.  
Mariachis led the on campus parade  
of students dressed in the costumes 
of their national origin.  Presenta-
tions and a feast with food from 
various countries rounded out the 
festivities. 

National Hispanic Heritage Day 

Freedom Day 
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Graduate Kevin Vega Addresses Students 
   Kevin Vega, graduate of the Class 
of 1998, visited the campus and ad-
dressed the student body in an as-
sembly.  Kevin holds the distinction of 
being the youngest chief engineer in 
the history of NASA, and he spoke 
about his journey from MCS to Wen-
tworth College on a baseball scholar-
ship to his working in the engineering 
department at Harvard throughout his 
time in Wentworth, to obtaining a po-
sition at NASA.  While in college he 
worked on developing the Honda In-
sight Hybrid, ways to measure pollu-
tion, and as a senior project, devel-

oped a non-invasive probe to help 
detect cancer.  His senior project won 
first place in the Senior Project Engi-
neering Competition of all the Univer-
sities in the Northeast.  While engi-
neers are generally not hired at NASA 
without 5 years of work experience, 
he landed a job with them within 6 
months after graduation.  His quality 
work has led to promotions and ulti-
mately to his becoming the youngest 
chief engineer in NASA’s history.  
Kevin’s words were motivation for all 
who attended the assembly. 
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Lizette  Vinas,  junior,    had  a  leading 
role  in  a  group  of  special  perform‐
ances presented by the Maria Verdeja 
School of Arts.   She played the Mayor 
of  Whoville  in  the  musical,  “A 
Whoville  Christmas.”    Performances 
were held for the Dade County Public 
School System and one for the City of 
Coral Gables  Tree  Lighting  ceremony.  
Lizette  got  great  reviews  on  her  per‐
formance.   
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Lizette Vinas Stars as Mayor of Whoville 



Thank you to the  individuals and corporations who donated their gifts 

through the Advancement Office first semester! 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Eric Alarcon 
Mr. and Mrs. Warren P. Allen 
Ms. Lynn Bauer 
Dr. Timothy D. Brooks 
Mr. and Mrs. John Burns 
Mr. and Mrs. Sherard Burns 
Ms. Lucero Calderon 
Mr. and Mrs. Jose Campos 
Dr. and Mrs. Vicente A. Chavar-
ria 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary L. Clark 
Mr. and Mrs. James Colzie 
Mr. and Mrs. David Cordeau 
Ms. Charlene Coulter 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Coulter 
Ms. Diana Cummings 
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Diemer 
Mr. and Mrs. Roberto Diaz 
Dr. and Mrs. Eric Engelmann 
Mr. and Mrs. Mariano Fernandez 
Mr. and Mrs. Rafael Fernandez 
Ms. Lis Garbezza 
Mr. and Mrs. William Gehring 
Rev. and Mrs. Woody Gentry 
Mr. Guillermo Grando 
Mr. and Mrs. Oswald Guerra 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Harris 
Mr. and Mrs. Yobet Henriquez 
Ms. Miriam Hernandez 
Ms. Brenda Harris 
Mr. and Mrs. Alex Hunter 
Mr. and Mrs. James Iszler 
Mrs. Patricia James 
  

Mr. Frank R. Jimenez 
Ms. Estela Joakimsen 
Mr. and Mrs. James Knowles 
Mr. and Mrs. Oswaldo Ledezma 
Mr. and Mrs. Jose Lesteiro 
Teri Logan, J.D. 
Dr. Eveleen Lorton 
Mr. and Ms. Jessi Losada 
Dr. and Mrs. William Lukes 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Martinez 
Mr. and Mrs. Ansel Moore 
Mr. and Dr. J Davis Morrison 
Mr. and Mrs. Osvaldo Perez 
Mr. and Mrs. Osman Pineda 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Plappert 
Mr. and Mrs. Rawle Ragoonath 
Ms. Josefina Ramirez 
Mr. and Mrs. Raymel Reyes 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Ricardo 
Mr. and Mrs. Fabrice Riviere 
Mr. and Ms. Antonio Rodrigues 
Ms. Consuelo Rodriguez 
Mr. and Mrs. Eddy Rodriguez 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Ruxlow 
Ms. Dirla Saunig 
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Schriver 
Mr. and Mrs. Luis Silva 
Mr. and Mrs. David Stocker 
Mr. and Mrs. Pablo Ubide 
Mr. Joseph Vasquez 
Mr. and Mrs. Emilio Vazquez 
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin D. Vega 
Mr. and Mrs. Enrique Vinas 
  

AHG & Associates Corporation 
Amadeus North America 
A T & T 
Cartridges for Kids – A Division 
    of Access Computer Products 
The Chatlos Foundation 
Coca Cola Company 
Coral Gables Kiwanis Youth 
    Foundation 
David Rivera Campaign 
Follett Educational Services 
The Friedman Foundation 
     for Educational Choice 
GoodSearch 
GurriMatute, PA 
H.P. Brothers, LLC 
J. D. Morrison, LLC 
JIS Construction Management, 
Inc. 
Martinez All Star League, LLC 
National Christian Foundation 
Publix Supermarket 
Realty Resources 
Sam’s Club 
Sprint Nextel 
Target Department Store 
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